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Welcome to St George’s! This booklet contains all the material you will need for 

today’s celebration of Mass. We hope that you will find this service easy to 

follow, but please do not be afraid to ask if you are unsure what to do at any 

point. The building is fitted with an induction loop and you will find the best 

results away from the pillars. 

Families with small children are very welcome to make use of the carpeted play 

area at the back of church, where you will find books, crayons and soft toys. 

There are two further play stations in the side aisles. Older children are invited 

to join the Children’s Church, who assemble at the front of the north (left-hand) 

aisle, and go out to the hall for their activities, returning at Communion.  

A toilet is at the back of church, behind the screen. After Mass, please join us in 

the hall for a buffet lunch. Before Mass, please try to maintain an atmosphere 

of quiet prayer. 

 

Mass setting: Dom Gregory Murray, New People’s Mass. 

 

Please stand when the bell rings, for the procession of the clergy and servers, 

and to sing hymn REH 270: 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and corner-stone, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious, 
Binding all the Church in one, 
Holy Sion's help for ever, 
and our confidence alone. 
 

All that dedicated city, 
Dearly loved of God on high, 
In exultant jubilation 
Pours perpetual melody, 
God the One in Three adoring, 
In glad hymns eternally. 
 

To this temple, where we call thee, 
Come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
With thy wonted loving-kindness, 
Hear thy servants as they pray; 
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And thy fullest benediction 
Shed within its walls alway. 
 

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
What they ask of thee to gain; 
What they gain from thee for ever, 
With the blessèd to retain, 
And hereafter, in thy glory, 
Evermore with thee to reign. 
 

Praise and honour to the Father, 
Praise and honour to the Son, 
Praise and honour to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
Consubstantial, co-eternal, 
While unending ages run. Amen.  
Latin 7th century tr John Mason Neale (1818-66) 
 

 
The priest sings: 

Priest In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People Amen. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The priest introduces the Mass, sends Children’s Church to their activities, and 

invites the people to recall and confess their sins: 

Priest As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of Christ’s love 

and receive his risen life, let us acknowledge our failures 

to abide in him and to allow his words to abide in us. 

People I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 

my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed 

to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my 
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most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-

virgin, all the angels and saints, and you, my brothers 

and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

Priest May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life, 

People Amen. 
 

Remain standing to sing the Kyries: 

People Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
We all sing the Gloria. 

People Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Then the priest prays the collect: 

Priest O God, who from living and chosen stones prepare an 
eternal dwelling for your majesty, increase in your Church 
the grace you have bestowed, so that by unceasing 
growth your faithful people may build up the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
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Now sit to listen to the first reading:  

Reader A reading from the first book of Kings. (1 Kings 8; 22-23, 27-30). 

In those days: Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord 
in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread 
out his hands towards heaven, and said, ‘O Lord, God of 
Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on 
earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast 
love to your servants who walk before you with all their 
heart. 
‘But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much 
less this house that I have built! Yet have regard to the 
prayer of your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, 
listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant 
prays before you this day, that your eyes may be open 
night and day towards this house, the place of which you 
have said, “My name shall be there”, that you may listen 
to the prayer that your servant offers towards this place. 
And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people 
Israel, when they pray towards this place. And listen in 
heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.’ 
This is the word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 follows the reading. Remain seated to sing: 
 

1 I was glad when they | said ' unto | me : 
We will go in- | to the | house ' of the | Lord. 
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2* Our | feet shall | stand | 
in thy | gates_ : | O Je- | rusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is | built ' as a | city : 
that is at | uni- ' ty | in it- | self. 

4 For thither the tribes go up, even the | tribes ' of the | Lord : 
to testify unto Israel, to give thanks | unto ' the | Name ' of the | Lord. 

8 For my brethren and com- | panions’ | sakes : 
I will | wish_ | thee pro- | sperity. 

9 Yea, because of the house of the | Lord our | God : 
I will | seek to | do thee | good. 

* = underlay shown separately 

 

 

Remain seated for the second reading: 

Reader A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. (Ephesians 2; 

19-22) 
Brothers and Sisters: You are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built on the foundation 
of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy Temple in the Lord. In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Stand for the gospel acclamation after a brief pause for reflection. 

Choir  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Choir I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord, 

that my name may be there for ever. 
People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Priest The Lord be with you, 
People And also with you. 
Priest A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

(Matthew 16; 13-19) 

People Glory to you, O Lord. 
Priest At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Please sit for the Homily from Fr Nigel Palmer SSC, Assistant priest of Our Most 
Holy Redeemer, Clerkenwell.. 
 
 
All stand to say the Nicene Creed: 

People I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
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maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father, through him 
all things were made. For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
 
Please remain standing for the Prayers of Intercession. 

Priest The risen Christ is here in the midst of us. We bring our 
prayers to him as Lord of the Church.    

 

Reader Lord, in your mercy, / Lord, hear us. 
People Hear our prayer. / Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

At the prayer for the departed, 

Reader Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
People and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

When the prayers of the saints are asked, 
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Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

In conclusion to the prayers: 

Priest O God, from living stones you prepare an everlasting 
dwelling-place for your majesty; graciously hear the 
prayers of your servants. Merciful Father, 

People Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Please sit as the altar is prepared, bread and wine are brought to the altar and 
the choir sing “A Clare Benediction”, by Sir John Rutter (b. 1946). 
 
Please stand to sing hymn REH 272, as the collection is taken. If you want to give 
by card, there is a card reader at the back of church. 

In our day of thanksgiving one psalm let us offer 
For the saints who before us have found their reward; 
When the shadow of death fell upon them, we sorrowed, 
But now we rejoice that they rest in the Lord. 
 

In the morning of life, and at noon, and at even, 
He called them away from our worship below; 
But not till his love, at the font and the altar, 
Had girt them with grace for the way they should go. 
 

These stones that have echoed their praises are holy, 
And dear is the ground where their feet have once trod; 
Yet here they confessed they were strangers and pilgrims, 
And still they were seeking the city of God. 
 

Sing praise then, for all who here sought and here found Him, 
Whose journey is ended, whose perils are past: 
They believed in the Light; and its glory is round them, 
Where the clouds of earth’s sorrows are lifted at last. 
William Draper (1855-1933) 
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The Priest says 

Priest Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may 
be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

People May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the 
praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good 
of all his holy Church.  

Priest Accept, we pray, O Lord, the offering made here and 
grant that by it those who seek your favour may receive in 
this place the grace of the Sacraments and an answer to 
their prayers. Through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
The Priest sings the opening of the Eucharistic Prayer: 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Priest prays the Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer, and then all sing the 

Sanctus and Benedictus: 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please kneel. The Eucharistic Prayer continues, until the Words of Institution. 

Then all make the Memorial Acclamation: 

Priest The mystery of faith. 

People Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your cross and 

resurrection you have set us free. 
The Priest concludes the Eucharistic Prayer, and all sing: 

People Amen!  
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Please stand for the Lord’s Prayer. 

Priest At the Saviour’s command, and formed by divine 

teaching, we dare to sing, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

Priest Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant 

peace in our day, that by the help of your mercy, we may 

be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we 

await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.   

People For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. 

Priest Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles: Peace I leave 

you, my peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the 

faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and 

unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for 

ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

 
Now sing the Agnus Dei: 
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People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have 

mercy on us. (repeated) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant 

us peace. 
Then kneel. 

Priest Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away the 

sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 

of the Lamb. 

People Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 

roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  

Priest  My house shall be a house of prayer, says the Lord: in that 
house, everyone who asks receives, and the one who 
seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 

 
 

The people come forward to receive Communion. If you have not been baptized 

and confirmed, please come forward for a blessing instead of Communion, 

carrying this order of service. 

 

During Communion hymn REH 399 is sung, all remaining seated or kneeling. 

Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast, 

Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest, 

Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 

Wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
 

Strength and protection may thy Passion be, 

O blessèd Jesu, hear and answer me; 

Deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 

So shall I never, never part from thee. 
 

Guard and defend me from the foe malign, 

In death's dread moments make me only thine; 

Call me and bid me come to thee on high 

Where I may praise thee with thy saints for ay. Latin, 14th cent. tr anon. 
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All stand for the Post-Communion Prayer: 

Priest O God, who chose to foreshadow for us the heavenly 
Jerusalem through the sign of your Church on earth, 
grant, we pray, that, by our partaking of this Sacrament, 
we may be made the temple of your grace and may enter 
the dwelling place of your glory. Through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen.  
 

Please sit for the notices. 

 

 

Then stand for the blessing and dismissal 

Priest Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest God has given you the citizenship of heaven, with his 

blessed and beloved, and the whole company of the 

redeemed. 

People Amen. 

Priest God give you the will to live each day in life eternal. 

People Amen. 

Priest God bring you to the home that Christ prepares for all 

who love him. 

People Amen. 

Priest And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 

always. 

People Amen. 

Priest Like living stones, precious in his sight, go in peace to 

proclaim the mighty acts of God. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Clergy and servers process to the Shrine of Our Lady to sing the Angelus: 

Priest The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary, 

People And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art 

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God,  pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Priest Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 

People Be it unto me according to thy word. Hail Mary… 

Priest And the word was made flesh, 

People And dwelt among us. Hail Mary… 

Priest Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

People That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Priest Let us pray. We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace into 

our hearts, so that as we have known the incarnation of 

your Son Jesus Christ through the message of an angel, 

so, by his cross and passion, we may be brought to the 

glory of his resurrection. Through the same Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 

Remain standing to sing hymn REH 604 as clergy and servers depart: 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 

Thy flock, from age to age; 

The wondrous tale is written, 

Full clear, on every page; 

Our fathers owned thy goodness, 

And we their deeds record; 

And both of this bear witness, 

One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

To greatest, as to least; 
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They bade men rise, and hasten 

To share the great King's feast; 

And this was all their teaching, 

In every deed and word, 

To all alike proclaiming 

One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

When shadows thick were falling, 

And all seemed sunk in night, 

Thou, Lord, didst send thy servants, 

Thy chosen sons of light. 

Their gospel of redemption, 

Sin pardoned, man restored, 

Was all in this enfolded, 

One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

And we, shall we be faithless? 

Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 

Shall we evade the conflict, 

And cast away our crown? 

Not so: in God's deep counsels 

Some better thing is stored; 

We will maintain, unflinching, 

One church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 

Nor leave thy work undone; 

With thy right hand to help us, 

The victory shall be won; 

And then, by men and angels, 

Thy Name shall be adored, 

And this shall be their anthem, 

One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
  Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-91) 2nd Vicar of Bickley 
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The organist plays BWV 547 (a) Prelude in C Major by JS Bach. 

 
 

Scripture readings are taken from the English Standard Version, Catholic edition. 

 

Collection: we take a collection during the second hymn, towards the cost of 

providing services and the upkeep of this church. If you are a UK taxpayer 

please place your offering in one of the envelopes in the pews (completed 

with your name and address) and place it in the collection plate when it is 

circulated during the hymn. Pens are in the pews. A card reader to give by 

contactless payment is available at the back of church. Special thanks if you 

give by standing order, as this helps us to budget.  

 

WE MAY USE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT ST GEORGE’S ON OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA. 

IF YOU PREFER THAT IMAGES OF YOU OR YOUR FAMILY WERE NOT SO USED, PLEASE 

INFORM A CHURCHWARDEN OR SIDESPERSON 

 

Please scan the QR code to donate to St George’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


